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WHARSIT 30 March 3rd 1976 ) . WHATSIT WHATSIT WHATSIT

Ken Chesline - 30 3 30 30 30

1,Maple Close, R T

KINVER, there is a post code tut

Staffse o I can't recall it at the
- ' _ moment,

natterings , nuttérings R dbodling in.‘priht_,:héﬁé at you, whatever,etcs.,also..

Who knows if OMPA has survived?., Ahe I hope this gets to Keith before
he mails out., There are various reasons why I haven't t{ped up the stencils
for this WHATSIT vefore this...Mareh 3rd is more than a bit late,,.partly

. it was a case of apathy after ladt sumiers holiday...pertly because..honest,
T couldn't justify buying stenpils etc.; (still oan't really..feeling guilty
at tnis monent) ~wish I eould goito a com...ah well,.where was I...0h yese
The latest of my excuses is that we*ve been moving house again. - This
time to a large village 5 or 6 miles away from Stourhridge. This has some
advantages..its next door %o a beatiful bit of ocountry..known as Kinver
Edge...actudddy at one time I'd nearly persuaded Jean to write some stories
about Kinver Edge. At that time Matkhew,sged 5, was about 1 year old and
had this incredibly funny agry of knitted Noddy hat...which we called
something like Goon=Olly hat. (One' of Ms names.is Oliver...we called the
poor lad Olly for a long time when he was very smed¥...come to that we also
called him o*her things..ineluding Pooh Bear....thats one of the reasons
why David was called Piglet by us\...that and his pigpen-pigletish habits)
Anyhow, this ..zh) I have it! Ghomeolly hat-.'(nona-ollyg anomeoly...)
led us to invent a race of small people rather like Hobbits or gnomes
who lived beneatn the ground all along Kinver edge, the ground supposedly
being riddled with their secret tummeling, And.they wore these knitted
"bobble" hats you see...knitted in rings.if you know what I means . .and
the chiefest of all the Gnomeollys‘had the longest hat,with the most rings.
Fut nothing ever came of Beaeeed ' L wien
. Anyway...for months,sinoe Novenber 1975, we have been packing bits
ahd bobs and books and boys: toys,away: in boxes...and then losing the
boxes when we wanted to regover something...anyway..a sort of chaos was
) apparant culminating in a perfeet frengy of ohosserating in February this
year, and we finally moved on Feb'23, .- . .- . :
’ Well, I sa y we finally, and I.say we moved. As a matter of fact
T had to Bet a moving bloke at only 4 weeks notice in the end..and was
very lucky to get the chap who-had moved us in,from our Chapel &treet
adress, a couple of years before. Well, we gat up lright and early on
ine moring of Feb 23..'cause the movers .wepre couming at 9.15... we
ate a hurries ceseal type breskfast from plactio camping dishes and
pack them away...we had already had 3 or 4 months practice packing._.The
boys used to go and unpack their Wooks and: toys:when we wern't looking
you know, so we actually paoked several. times over,..anyway, weé packed
tne boys latest unpacking and waited...impatiently. And along came 9,16,
and 9,20 and 9.25 and I phoned %he movers.but of course I got no reply..
perhaps he's on the way..ve sort of comfbrtéd ourselves...but all the
time I was thinking..%he's Porgotten about:us and has gone off on another
jobe..and the new people will be here at 11, and we will still be here, and
what the nell shall I do, who willimove us at such shart notice...in
fine I was having kittens with anxiety...well, He actually did turn up
a few mirmitees later)idnd with great ingemuity, mixed with a certain
amount of surprise, moved about 66 boxes, ex—crisps, and our few bits
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of furniture into the vane It took them the best part of two hours,
or was it tnree?. No matter...the boys were fascinated. That morning,
Monday, David had already deolared his intention of being a milkman
and a dustman, (seeing them.y'see) he ammounced,quite firmly that he
nad changed his mind,and he. now had ambitions to be a moving man,
(M says he's going to be a bone gscientist...he's,they're,interested in
fossills...we actually went fossil hunting a few weeks ago..up to a
place called The Wrens Neay, of whioh I have written before,more than
once. You see the lads had seen these fossils-in this dinosaur book
and developed an ambiyion to dig some up, More, M and D have declared
an option on mine and Jeans bones,.like "Daddy,when you are dead can I
have your bones please?”, and.."And we will fasten them together with
bits of wire", David has olaimed first go,he says, £x On Jeans...eres
well, "I want the boneg of mommys Tbooaoms" he says. So we eventually
set of for the Wrens Nest, with Tckeks and hammers,one of each,eachs
 And wellies and boots., We disturbed an unlikely looking couple of .
mist-have-been-darm~cold oldish people in'a oar up the track. . Jummmm
I wonder if they were having an illegal wotnot?, .and pushed on
trrough the bare bashes,brambles and slippy limestone ground . to the
work face. Adtually it was about ,209,:7]&!'.6.8;-_??&1:,; it was tough for the
bogjrs and Jean had dquite a struggleq«Whon e - ot there thel lads gave
yelps of excitement and delight.” Now I was a bit aprehensive about
going to Wrens Nest, becense 1 felt that the boys expected to be
digging up 2 brontosaurus, or .8 triceratops at. lesst..and although we
had looked through their books-and I nad parefully explained that the
biggest thing they were liksly %o £ind was a trilobite,.,which lived
millions of years before the: dinosaus, prepistronic monsters” M was
calling theu...ond which were -no-bigger thap.the pictures in their books,
However, to my delight, they wexe perfectly neppy .grubbing about in the
rocks, leaves, twigs and mad, -looking very Peddington Bearish, and tapping
away very professicnally et the rooks . Jannnnmum: sometimes it was like
a professional roadmaker rather than aroheologist..they wore ‘very wise
expressicns and talked extrememly loudly,without listening,to each
other,gesticulating dangerously with rocks,nammers and suchlike...D
nearly got hrained by a rock I dislgdged, Jean hurt ner foot, she's like
David..akways falling over etoe, anyway we.enjoyed thatees

© " palking about accidents an. few woeks. before we moved Jean had
an accident, ¥X The boys were getting ready for bed,I was dressed in
my seruffy packing-up-to-mave olotnes,Jean was making a tea-cum—Supper's
Whén she decided to sharpen & nfe..with a hertidble sharpening thing
about which I had said mioh, ¢ how denderour 3% WaS.ee.30. The thing
she held between the thumb ahd Porefinger and drew the blade downmover
the palm Of her hand. The knife slipped, she had a cub... Well, what a
moment.<I ran about, more angry than ning else, finding a hand-
kerchief to stem the tideys.the boys mi le@ round. I went off thethe
garage to get the car out 40 take her %o the nospital...and the damn
battery was flat..more panio etc., the kids were orying, I was bad
tempered and harrassed, Jcap was more or less calm..So I pfoned up my
sister who lives at the other_ emd of Stourbtridge and within 5 ér 10
minutes she arrived and we all -trundded off to the hospital...Jean,me,
M & D, Audrey and Patriock... When we got there we went in and Jean wes
walked off somewhere. I was yery: guiet, One woman in with a knocked
up finger from a fall. As we waited for J’ean..'.worriedly..,there was
tnis awful screech of trakes and scPeam of typrs and this car came to
s more or less halt outside the casualty entrance, and in rushes & blike
with a kid who had swallowed white spirits....with sobbing wife in tow
plus spare child..all mwch disarrayed like our about to go to bed lads.
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Well...Jean got patohed up with umpteen stitches eventually and we all got
back and more or less settled down to normale One interesting sidelight was
that Jean and I only had one pair of useful hands between us, and Jean made
some remark about she more readilly appréciated the diffioulties...the
little,everydsy things she couldn't manage with only one hand, Its mch
better now.e.the stiches are out, but she has an’ ogcasional twinges. :
Anyway ..the boys were thrilled b{ ‘the Wrens Nest anfl it took some pExxzaEx
persuading to get them away...since ‘then ey've had other fossil books
out of the library,..tut I don't know where they can expect to unearth
anytning big. I have promised to take them o Birmingham Miaseum as soon as
I get the chanceese. ST . o
When the furniture van arrived at 1 Meple Close I was 5 mimtes
behind, having had to-stop off at the estate agents to collect the keye..
it took us less time to move things in..in spite of the boys helpinge. In
fact the movers were very nive about the boys and seg.;;cted them very light
boxex andu M ings, b0, Carryesthey 8id get in the way,. 1t Ihey were so eager
to be helpful B ot T el BrbhSe g uper L GokTReTY, mdhe atig o
Well, about the first thing I 4id.ss(Jeans first thing %o o’ ws" %
make a cup of tea) . .was to unpack the camping stove, Then I went around
putting in light bulbs, they mad left us & good working strip light in the
kitonen tut only one tuld, dead,in the lounge. Hmmm, ,I think we started on
tre beds nexte..luckilly the monday and Tuesday Wwas my half term holiday..
so that we would at least be able to get some sleep that night....tr}a? took
2 bit of doing, the big bed had to Ye, unfolded and the legs and joining bits
screwed on, and the boys tunks had to be fitted together,one on top of the
other. The boys were no trouble,in a few minutes they were ou'?sid.e happilly
digging up & neap of gravel in the garden,and. later pZ.Lay:}ng v.nth some
more small boys...Jean made tne. beds etc., The main diffioculites were that
in spite of ladeling all our boxes we .oouldn't fir.xd lots of things...we
still have to unpack dozens of boxes yet, e fortnight later...end there
were so many boxes and ouriously draped objects cluttering up the house,
(inc the cat) that you couldn't mave about to get things organised. The
cat, Polly, by the way has lived for a,_fofm:.ght,mth my mother,a couple
of years in Wordsley,another souple of years in Wollaston, and now has
moved with us to Kinver. She traveiled in the car with us sort of Qrapea?.
about the back of my seat.sshe only gave & faint squeak of so on.tne trip,
and has settled down with every sign of oontentment. I rather think she
enjoys being in a new place with new thinga to i_nvest:.gate. ...she is on]..y .-
e small black and white catg but she has a "strong" persorg.ln..ty m'nch will
not let any otner creature bPmlly her.s Spe.is already a familiar sight up
anc down and aoross the road for 2 couple of hundred yards.

Anyway..s we stuck about & dozen boxes of books onto the big bookcase,
tne one I had made back in..nhmm..1960ish by the local coffin meker at Lye.
Tts about 6ft by 6ft with 1ft wide snelves and it cost about..well ....
damed if I remember...something ridiculous like £10, though it might have
been £25....I rather think it was £25, anyway you couldn't get one like it

4

today, for,.twice the goste We..or rather I..Jean being lmsy with various .

ki fohen. bedroon ahd clothing tunbingyl. also put up our. twer "Woolyorths , *
finest" bookcases, they oost about 25 pound only 2 or 3 years ago...the” N
same thing was marked as £33 only $he other week....Here we put some more
books . ...that takes care of about half of wnat we have got left..I sold
a thousand Or S0...and various bits.'of glass. J packed plates and cups and

suchlike into the kitchen oupboard,’ The result of all this was that we had
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20 or 30 boxes,and their varioud bits of paper packing piled in a sort
of . Zreeat Wall, making the negotiation of the hall-passage impossible for
rotund Jean and precarious for robust me, Boxes,boxes,everywhere,piled
up to the ciiling,falling over évery so often, knocked over by boysee
overflowwing .into all the rooms. I $ook some off to school hoping our
caretaker kad some means of bturning them..,but somebody has pinched the
chimney thing off the school inginerator,.small thing,.and we use ges -
central heating..tut, good nearted bloke that he is..(best and most
nelpful and conscientious caretaker in the bussiness probably)..took
the boxes off me saying he'd dispese of them intod the school rubbish
bins a bit at a *ime.. Apparantly there were 4 of these giants...huge
bins on wheels,.before an almost equally iarge school was uilt next
to ours, .Which he also has to look after,.,but he only got one extra
Dife »€CONOMT JOU 3€C.ee - oo oL -
ANYWAY e » o vamoiner pile of boxes,well smashed and jumped on, were
orammed one insids ine other, until the passage was (temporarilly) clears
These I certed off tne my mothers place beoause she's got a bit of waste
land at the back of *he nhouse, and nere I had-a Jolly bonfire,..somewhat
to the distrac*ica of certein peopleé playing a local league football
mateh 50 or so varde away...tad I didn't care...they're all mad these
football types,.cspocially the spibtatbrs... " :
Where wae I9. 2h yes. On the Tuesday Matthew went to his new
- sencol, which he Like very miche He even ¢ame home: and insisted in maldng
a celehration cerd. “I LIKE MY NEW HOME AND I HOPE YOU DO TOO" it said,
‘after only miner sm=lling earvegtions. He and David have settled in very
weil. Mat¥hew hos moies at sohool end there are half a dozen or so boys
ard pirls ({hot-sc popalar with ¥2D))) in the street,..which is 2 small
oui-de—gac of ahoud 20 hauscs. They play out every available daylight
hour..and probest at being hauled in for tea, or when it gets dark, I'm
afraid M&D may Le a bit tough or rough for some of the childrens.«oh
well, We have got more or less settled dn now..though there are about
30 unpacked boxes..you see in the 1agt house we had these huge fitted
wardrobaa..ut fnic house hag mothing except an awkward airing ocupboard
and some .cuphoary in the kitchens {a1) the qurtaip rails were taken
too, thnis has cos* us adbout £30 to voplave) so we are going %o get some
oupboards which youfit up for yourself...hit that will take 5 or 6
. weeks %0 arrivia.thil tacn all obr clothes 4re in boxese..or at least
they were until Jzs% nights I put clothes hooks up in the hall last
nighs I-also puii up 4 x 3f% ahelves, with 8 x 4ft shelves still to be
fitted, Tne peoplc who moved eut left ue, at a price, all their
carpets...most of them are 0K, and in faot it was cheaper that buying
carpets For all %nc houses The 'mone{ewe nad left over from the.sale has,
alag, nearly gonc and Soon Wwe will be as poor as evers Never mind. This
is a nice house,in a nice street,in a pleagant tut not'p:.chuf?_sque
willage, Actuaily we have less. Xoom here, we have a bigger kitchen, but
s smoider gersge ond no lerge -verandah. - . . ,
© T'm off %o the staffu room for a cuppa something now..'bac\..c
Yhter..Tou see, I'm typing this in the lunch howrs at school,having
no time at nigrt with all the fixing I'm doing...and’ then, theres
THE SHUFFED WAIPTET. - : e
TS SPUFFED WHIFTET FOLK OINB, PEAR TREE INN, NEW STREET GORNAL,
palfway between HIMIEY village (on the Kidderminsier to Wolverhampton
rosd) and the County Borough of DUDLEX. . . - .
‘car park,bar in room,good performers,200 yards from the tusses...
etcs, PAUL DARBY . DAVE REEVES, KEN CHRVLIN,or CHERVIN, or even CHESLIN,
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Years before I went to college I,vas jnterested in folk rubbish...in
fact I suppose the country-and-western thipgs I liked in my teens were
a begimning. When I got to college, ignoring othér things more important
or too trivial te-remember, I helped to start or revivive the oorpse of,
the folk clubs There were 3 of 'us who ran it, though we had spert of
unofficial help and suppoet from a bloke called Gerggesehnms..Gregg?
anyway he was good, though he:'dgpreciated his effortd, he had actually
started out in ekiffel with-Wally Wnitemen... then we had Iver, a tall
Trishman with'd gentle velce and a vast repetoir of songs,mostly new

t0 us..and ‘a ‘girl singer who brought her Jhusband, she was good, and he

was 'a good entertaining type-singer:.. with tnese, and a bloke called
Boris in the 1st year 'later..J We ran a sort,of a guiter playing
course..the collége one wasiuseless.,.and put on a few folk evenings

in pubs in the locality..well,that means up o 20 miles away...we did
one with ..THE FOGGY:DUO away ovyer in gome pub next door to a females
college. ». this eollege...weswent o visit. the .place to set up the
tring..and some of - the: girls lived -in sort of army huts..and as we sat
talking over details,suppirf: 68Lfee, ('but with no etoeteras,unfortunate
1y...) We were nearly soarded out. of our skin, There was this dreadful
rattling of chains ang &' huge thump eb the window, and a great
slaverind,red-eyed - head glared in..emiting sundry spinge chilling
yowls as were natural-to 4t The damn thing wasg a huge great dog, about

five time the size of tne Hound of. 4he Baskervilles, which had been

bought to gave the girls: froma fate worse than death..or somethinge -
. . Aryway ¢ s ofrom that: evening oame :the not very well attended first
£olk “ning.. And more, it bréke .up. our folk, groupe You see it was like
this.e.one Of my mates inthe group, the three ‘of us who ran it...
started .going .out with a girl from the.college...but after about a year

due to variocus ‘_unp.rédi,ctgbl_e;*whomots , she ended up by marrying the

otner. blokes.all very sad,. if -you gee what I mean...quite a normal
sopt of thing.swub it troke up the partnership. Enyway, this was still
in the future. The next.thing wos &' thing at our college I thinkKe..
ther one. down the road A%, thé ROMAN RIDGE pub....but the thing,event
T most remember was out third year conoert. .- . -

" Now every year the Third Year had med: a sort of end of course
rag or concert. fhe tnird yéar before ours had dorie an unmerciful
homesexual type Batman & Robin featuring the deputy principle and
the PE blokes. <+ this upset (pérhaps ‘justifi&bly?the powers that
were so much that they did away with the: third year concert a
substituted an end. of .;ygqi'_fgbncert with 21l the years taking part,

I suppose they thought, that this would tone 4nhings dowm, Actually

I remember that this year used to have & skeletal maiden lady for a
tutor. She rotten sods uped to had a smarm $es3ion...they used to give

s penny to the person who sucked upto Miss XXX most sucessfully
during tutorials...I reocall that Gregg onde said somethinge.it was
Tike "You kmow,Miss XXX, I never really unders tood theeessctos,until
T neard it freom your 1ips", while gazing adoringlye..the rest of the
group apparantly got up. and .¥hxew a showert of pennies at him. Another
thing they ased to do.was .to embarrass her by .gazing fixedly at her

blouse in the region presumably ‘oovérifg hér boosoms, she stood this

for a while..her habit was’ to toy with her blouse buttons «s.then when

she saw where ‘they were. rloo}d._pg'sﬁe‘,gtopped. .+When she crossed her

legs a similar embarresing gaze enstieds Actuslly 1 wouldn't be at all

U

- surprised if -the people in that. grq.;p'h:rned ‘out to be above average

: e“‘k L

teachersese
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now ther. ....oh yos..this ooneertrthing. We were asked, as the official
fok olub, Yo do a turne...so we agreed and practised 4 or 5 pretty well
known gemi-tf'olk songs. -

e first half of the programme wes dead serious...all devoted
to Highly 2ignificant Uplifting and Intelligent verse and poetry,
© - Then'we odme on. For thevfdrst go off I dropped my shee Logerg
sheets,.while we were sorabbling about on the fdoor Peter-Fern remarks

. %o *ne asscmbled audienae, The Prineipal sitting right in the front

was secn to orack a grave Tiotardanic smile, "AE you can see, we're
the comic reiief". After that we jJollied them along and roared out our
selcction,.which we had seleoteq 46 thet they oould. join in..such well
Ynown itewo es UHE KEEPER end WHAP SHATL ¥E DO WETH A DRUNKEN  SAILOR.
I tell you, vhen we had finished the people in the first six rows went
home stone deaf. T g ,
Wuile we wore 4o this there was a gree$ poe round curtains
and strefbings snd, mﬁnge‘ eiroul. e the rest p!'wﬂagipngomm was -
drastically changed from ¥he seoond we GANG OResse inatead of all th
uplifting,suffering lovers ete..we had AJRER® ND THE LION and other
more cheerful “ningse.. It wes quite a night, :
1'd bought a suitar iw Sneffield for £13 I think,..which was pretiy
. cheap cven in 1966 ar 7, o 87..tut it had @ nioe tono...maybe it
was hecause it was scratohed slightly..I have e_.vmuge idea that they we
werce naving a salc. This waa my delight for ss long as 1 ned ite In fact
T had o specisl plonking device made $o £i% on my iron hand...by the
1ink pecpie..wio alzo asked me ¥o £111 in some questionairre or others.
ot which Ifve rever heapd more .about mushse for the disabled...although
Ahey were wory ovlaiging T found that the plonker I made for myself,
by giueing a felt pleotran $o ‘a typing finger, wes hetter than the one
they mede for re...to be falr they were working.at a distance and from |
a pien dverm 0y mee Anyway...it mist have ‘becn 1968 or probably 9 when |
I, not unaccompanied ‘went on & ing holiday to c 11l. I |
hac been tnere once before and had. €X', s 0ot exaotdy fond memories, but

at iomst T 1i:ed the land,plage,wnatever, Ay, on the way down we
stopned in »% Archie & Beryl Meroeys place, Whish Wos the one right .

in Fron% off e universlty,near Christms stops, gsort of overnhanging
the town.  Alas, during the night some rat fink Yroke the window of
the osir,parked 20 feed fr:?i $ne _l;'ouae o:;;: yniversity :(Iimink) _oar
ark, end male ofi with various teny Inddng my preocious. dowd
1()ch aciually 453 nave am emeellent noliday in spdte of this) After
some fuss, and Looking for ox %oe, W drove off, with a
vis of plesiic sneeting gvew ghe window,held in plecd by Jean, I never
heard a fning about n'{ guiter again. Anyway that was the end of my mus
msical caveere Unti regertly . . _

1% tnis school,Bromley Middle,we hed & soacher who more or less w
was tne schools msic master. When this tesghpr retired we nad & new
man hake over snre or less,from him. This was Peul Darby. Now Paul has
ambitions In vhe ‘g\oeuy,n‘iting,folk,contow, .othat sort of field,
and, ©o sum up, I cuded up helping him to produce a poety bookleyo He
was quite impressed by some fansines 1'd shown him; very few, 1 hasten
to ald, by mo: and interestal in the p‘oas‘i:bi»lities of print:.ng,some.of
hic pocms:in o similar wey 4¢ boing considerably oheaper than getting
them printed. After somg sion,and & 1ittle persuading on Pauls
pert L stenciled his poens, and also ous 3llos on the pages s oo the
31los were supposed to go with e poeny .ycuisee....well,the» illos |
werc not mich by fannish smrds...mt mueh is life that I got a wxit
s mentio.. in the writs up of MoSQUES 1,Pauls booklet thingy, as -




ROUGH MOEY. a moving story of human drama,or summateas

e e o e by Kenche -

as yo heerd of Rough Moey, wot lived in the Lye,

oo was bilt like a glass uss chimdney, and seven foot high?
he'd spit in your beer, then sup it all down,

and he sold his missus, in dudley town.

purely optional chorus,believe me,purely optional...in the style
of the BIC JOHN ballad)

Chorus....Big Moey, Big BAAAD Moeys (t2) .

well,one night in the Spotted Sow,

in walked Rough Mozy, looking ferha row,

an he siz this little bloke, that he tho't he'd cow
wi his mouth or his fist, or his boot sure enow

big moey, big bad imoey.

gie us yon beer, big moey cried

onless yome set on suicide

_ond he grabbed the po© to snp it up
when all of a sudden *he orowd shut up -

big‘ moegr, big bad moeyve

for theer was the little un, gooin all red,

a~peeling off his cual, takkin cap from is yed, his chest swole up,
and his braces bust:

then big moey Jjumped on him, and ordsnhed him to duste.

big moey, big bad mocYe

optional verse e
Big Moey stepped back, wi a kind of a start,
an he give a queer cory, or maybe a fart,

optional end. 1o its a hard life folks. or
24 ditto a cruel world. Or.

3, then big moey grabbed him by the throat,sowed one hand right down
inside him and tarned the poor little std inside out, then he wiped
the bar over with nim two or three times, rammed the remnats into a
spittoon, then...well, then he really lost his temper and got

proper nastyoooooc

kencke epeay 0ok uo puess nok Supyem Jo sdem aavy oM
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v "

a well known artist and illustrator. Its pretty awful really, I. ..
wonder to myself if the bloke actually ever opened MASQUES and took
s look, and if he did how did he ever get the gall to write suoch
utter twaddles . ,

As a result of this I did a one page job for the Dudley Writers
Club, Jummm,which I don't,hmm,did I get paid for it? Perhaps I dideees
witn & noneeventuated stated intentiog of getting me to run off a
zine for theme , '

Paul had been talking for some time of trying to open a folk
club,apparantly the last bloke he talked to about this changed his’
mind, and I sort of drifted into a thibd part of the running of a -
club. Paul Darcy,Deve Reeves,who is much more interested in poetry
than anything else,..hmmm, Or should I say,Paul is inclined to ‘gsome sort
of entertainer,making up songs and poems; Dave is more inclined to
the song writing,and more especially poetyy writing sides Me, I
wouldn't mind doing either,.out am disgouraged from singing by being:
'bOld-Q.and I believe ita'nthat Igve a tin earo.o&nd the Othercghmm o
because I've read good pocmy and songs and its not easy.

Anyway..again. .we sierted this club..Jhctually we were looking
for some room in a pub,several were mooted, tut we went to see this .
one in Gornale It has a dccent sized room,in the process of redecor-
ating, a bar in the room,a fair car park, and not too far from Dudley
Stourbridge and the the rest of the Black Countrye. The landlord wes
pretty new and had already filled many nignhis with various acts, such
as a bloke who played uporn his Orgalesee 30 We settled on a Thursday..
which unfortunately seems to olass with another club in Dudleys.sand
they are more convenient. Anyway,we had about 4O people turn up the
fisrt thursday,and the second tnursday, but last night there were
not twenty,.Gisapointing... The fisrt mght went down quite well, the
mohologue thirgs took a it too much time, but the evening was quite
entertaining and evefyone scemed %o enjoy itese.the second time we
had a group called Giggity,who are a merry, loud,lot and that was an
even better night...but; though we had several floor singers,and the
DOCKLEAF,a duo, were entertaining, the low numbers made us feel a bit
fed upe Thec first night we also had about 4 or 5 people in from.a
loval megazine/paper culled THE BLACK COUNTRY BUGLE, which is very
mich interested in local arfair, particulary what might be called local
history,stories,hsros,evon‘hs=..zm;athing local to or related to the
Black Country and its poople,past and present, Ballads and songs,and
stories,cld and new.. e:t‘eman:‘Lsoemes..e'l:c:..oh,a:p'pzanrza.ntl:)r I snall have
an item called ROUGH MOEY in the next issue. The BCBugle people liked
our club,and took some Poties of the room,etc., and us » « «vhich,who
knows?, may even be featured in the next issuc.

well,” thats about all I've time for tonight,today,now,whatever..if
I cen run this off 1 can post it to Keith Walker and maybe make the
presumed meinings.the 715ty March 1976.
ken cheslin,1 maple close,kinver gtaffs.

ken oheslin,1 maple close, kinver, staffse
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STUFFED WHIFFET folk club : Silly Songs.

THE SCRATCHIN' SONG
Tune; Cosher Baileye. words: David & Amne Reeves;

1, There was a scratchin' mekker cum down from Tipton way
'is soratchin's were so hard, they'd keep ya chewin' for a daye

CHORUS .. Did you ever see, Did you ever see,
Did you ever see such a funny thing befores

2, Down to the Generation Game he took his wares to sell,
Bruce Forsythe hroke his jaw on ore ~ch didn't he do well.

3, He gave one to Steve Austin, he of bionic fame.
As soon as he bit on it, he fell to bits again.

Lo He gave one to Frank Spenocer ut when he saw it he

Ran back into ths house again, doing a whoopsie.

5e The cast down at Crossroads they all called at strewth
We won't complain again about your cooking Bernard Boothe

6, They gave one to Wilf Harvey and this is what he said
This is the hardest thing I've ever known since Amy Turtles head.

7. He gave one to Fanny Craddock, who asked tow they was med -
g sed theym just fried pigskin ard Fanny dropped down deads

8, A concert party teied 'em %o find out all their Jjoys
A1l the sergeant tad to say was = aren't they lovely boyse

9, No-one else can chew tem thats the reason as they say
The folks am med of iron up in the Black Country.

the stuffed whippet at the
Pear Tree Inn, New Street,
Gornal, mr. Dudley.

every thursday evening....evei‘_y thursday evening...every thursday ev



STUFFED WHIFPPET folk club : Silly Songse

e P et Nt B e B S = et A A Tt O By e o i e iy B OO s (e S O S S o G 2 GO T

THE SAGA OF ROSE, THE STUFFED WHIPFET, ' R
Tune, Sweet Betsy From Pike, words : David Reewves, ‘1976,

charus; Tooraloo = stuff my whippet - coya ooyae
I just need someone to stuff my prize whippet.

1. Now stuffing a whippet seemed easy to me
But it wasn't so easy when I tried it you see,
I I tried‘it the one end then turned to the head
Ween someone suggested I check it was dead.

chorus .

24 Now there are seven holes in a whippets thick nide,
If you take out the eyes, you end up with nine,
It mattered little wuhich hole that I tried
The stuffing just would not stay in the inside.

chorus,

3e Now, not liking failure I started to seethe
And everything's possible if you believe
I got down on my knees, and said a quick prayer
But id seems that they'd never stuffed whippets up there,

chorus .

4e Oh a real whippet stuffer I chanced to espy
When he saw my efforis he started to ory
He made an ineision, and shoved his hand in
Its the first time I've ever see a dead whippet grin.

chorus ¢

the stuffed whippet. at the
Pear Tree Inn, New Street,
Gornal, nr. Dudleye.

every thursdayevening. ¢ severythursdayevening, . .everythursdsyeveninge .
of course,the real secret is that you need a special tool.sekenchees
everythursdayenening,...everythursdateving..are you reading this rubbish?.
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ADMIRAL BEINBOW

Come all you sea-men bold and draw near, and draw near,

Come all you sea-men bcld and draw near.

It's of an admiral's fame, O brave Benbow was his name,

How he fought all on the main, you shall hear, you shall hear.

Brave Benbow he set sail, for to fight, for to fight,

Brave Benbow he set sail, for to fight,

Brave Benbow he set sail, with.a fine and pleasant gale,
But his Captains they turned tail, in a fright, in a fright.

Says Kirby unto Wade: we will run, we will run,

Says Kirby unto Wade: we will run

For I value no disgrace, nor the losing of my place,
But the enemy I won't face, nor his guns, nor his guns.

The Ruby and Benbow fought the French, fought the French,
The Ruby and Benbow fought the French.
They fought them up and down, till the blood came trickling down,
Till the blood came tricklking dcwn, where they lay, where they
' lay.
Brave Benbow lost his legs by chain shot, by chain shot,
Brave Benbow lost his legs by chain shot.
Brave Benbow lost his legs, and all on his stumps he begs.
Fight on my English lads, 'tis our lot, 'tis our lot.

The surgeon dressed his wounds, cries Benbow, cries Benbow-
The surgeon dressed his wounds, cries Benbow:

Let a cradle now in haste on the quarter deck be placed,
That the enemy I may face, till I die, till I die.






Stetfed Wh :g

PEAR TREE INN, NEW STREET, Lower GORNAL,

___________________ y

good room, bar in the room, car park, e &

300 yards from Zoar St bus terminus, ‘
EVERY THURSDAY evening.

Andy Dwyers...Giggetyece..Tabardeeees

Steve Ashcrofte...sderry Riley

THRESHING MACHINE(Aprii 1s%) ....Ray Deer

Th.e Harvesters.-...o.D,S].O‘pe....o.

have or will appear,

come and
rose, the view the
gtuffed stuffed
whippet was a local remainsg
chapion,she won / of the
many events, BN once
including a FLAR TR”E:T\L renowned
great one INN Rose of
against NEW STREET Gornale
Doncasters visiting " bbey Ste
dogs « e sSOME %
bloke who had
lost money
on her is —
reputed to ZOAR STREET
have f { i -
poisoned K @ 3 minal g?oi%
her... eto
the BULL HALL RD
stuffed STREET
remains ‘
in quite ——
good DUDLEY
condition . —m———""
Q—WJ—MY'
WERE found
a few months
ago after . . a A .
10 ar 50 Kingswinford,Stalfinfs Lane etc

years of neglect,

Paul Darby kingswinford 5503 fen Cheslin kinver 2946 & Dave Reeves
GOOD rocm,good bar,caxr pat‘k,’sep ate entrance,near bus,.
and good entertainment tool ‘



